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City Council

City Council Chambers
128 Main St., Canon City, co 81212
(719) 269-9011 • www.canoncity.org

GENERAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE MEETING
September 8, 2021
5:00 p.m.

AGENDA
1. CALL TO ORDER: City Council Chambers
2. ROLL CALL:

COUNCIL MEMBERS DENNEHY, GONZALES,
JAQUEZ, REED, SCHMISSEUR, B. SMITH,
MAYOR PRO TEM HAMRICK, MAYOR SMITH.

3. DISCUSSION:
A. Legislation for recent Tobacco changes
B. Vicious Dog Ordinance

4. ADJOURN: The next regular meeting is scheduled for October 6,
2021.

Posted pursuant to code on Thursday, September 2, 2021
Cindy Foster Owens, City Clerk
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A BILL FOR
ORDINANCE NO. ___, SERIES OF 2020
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CAÑON CITY AMENDING SECTION
9.23.020 OF THE CAÑON CITY MUNICIPAL CODE CONCERNING THE AGE
TO ENTER A CIGAR- TOBACCO BAR
WHEREAS, House Bill 20-1001 raised the age to enter a cigar- tobacco bar from eighteen
18) to twenty- one ( 21) years of age;
WHEREAS, HB 20-1001 prohibits all municipalities from having an ordinance that
allows individuals under the age of 21 to enter a cigar- tobacco bar; and
WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to comply with state law.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF CAÑON CITY:
Section 1.
as follows:

Section 9.23.020( B) of the Cañon City Municipal Code is hereby amended

B.
A cigar- tobacco bar shall not expand its size or change its location from the
size and location in which it existed as of December 31, 2005. A cigar- tobacco bar
shall display signage in at least one conspicuous place and at least four ( 4) inches
by six (6) inches in size stating: " Smoking allowed. Persons under twenty- one (21)
years of age may not enter."
Section 2.
Severability.
If any section, subsection, paragraph, clause or other
provision of this Ordinance for any reason is held to be invalid or unenforceable, the invalidity or
unenforceability of such section, subsection, paragraph, clause or other provision shall not affect
any of the remaining provisions of this Ordinance, the intent being that the same are severable.
Section 3.
Effective Date. Pursuant to Article XII, Section 3 and Section 5 of the
Charter, this Ordinance shall be effective five (5) days after final publication if it is published after
adoption or if not so published, five (5) days after its adoption.
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A BILL FOR
ORDINANCE NO. ___, SERIES OF 2021
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CAÑON CITY REPEALING AND
REENACTING CHAPTER 6.08 AND DELETING CHAPTER 6.10 OF THE
CAÑON CITY MUNICIPAL CODE CONCERNING THE REGULATION AND
IMPOUNDMENT OF DOGS WITHIN THE CITY
WHEREAS, the City wishes to amend the Cañon City Municipal Code regarding the
regulation and impoundment of dogs within the City.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF CAÑON CITY:
Section 1.
Chapter 6.08 of the Cañon City Municipal Code is hereby repealed and
amended to read as follows:
CHAPTER 6.08 DOGS
6.08.010 General Provisions.
A.
Purpose. The City establishes this chapter to protect the public health and safety of
its citizens and to promote the general welfare of the citizens and dogs residing within the
City. Dog ownership is encouraged and welcomed within the City; however, strong
emphasis is placed on responsible ownership of dogs. Dog owners are encouraged to
respect the rights of their fellow citizens and those of their animals. Primary responsibility
is placed upon dog owners to properly train or secure their dogs to prevent them from
causing injuries or creating nuisances.
B.

Interpretation.
1.
In interpreting and applying this chapter, the requirements set forth herein
are the minimum requirements for the protection of the public health, safety, and
welfare. The provisions of this chapter shall be liberally construed to accomplish
its purposes.
2.
This chapter shall not be deemed to interfere with, abrogate, annul, or
otherwise affect in any manner whatsoever any ordinances, rules, regulations,
permits or agreements between parties; provided, however, that where this chapter
imposes stricter requirements upon the care, maintenance and control of dogs than
are imposed or required by other ordinances, rules, regulations, permits or
agreements, the provisions of this chapter shall prevail.

C.

Interference.
1.
It is unlawful for any person to intentionally interfere with, hinder, harass,
molest, injure, obstruct or disobey a lawful order from any animal control officer
in the discharge of his or her official duties under this chapter or other applicable
law.

2.
It is no defense to a prosecution under this chapter that the animal control
officer was acting in an illegal manner, if he or she was acting in the regular course
of their assigned duties, and in good faith based upon surrounding facts and
circumstances.
3.
It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to reveal their correct name,
address, and date of birth when requested to do so by an animal control officer in
any of his or her duties prescribed herein.
D.

Prosecution.
1.
For the purpose of prosecuting any violation of this chapter, it shall not be
necessary in order to obtain a conviction to prove knowledge or notice on the part
of the owner of the dog in question that said dog was violating any of the sections
of this chapter at the time and place charged. The purpose of this section is to
impose strict liability upon the owner of any dog for the actions, conduct and
condition of such dog, unless the violation specifically provides otherwise.
2.
Each separate day, or any portion thereof, during which such violation of
this chapter occurs or continues shall constitute a separate offense and, upon
conviction thereof, shall be punishable as provided in this chapter.

6.08.020 Definitions.
For all purposes under this chapter, the following words and phrases shall be construed as
follows:
"Animal control officer" means any person employed by the City to enforce the provisions
of this chapter, and any and all police officers of the City.
“Cemetery” means and includes Lakeside Cemetery, Greenwood Cemetery and any other
cemetery owned or operated by the City, regardless of whether such cemetery is within or
outside of the corporate boundaries of the City.
''City'' means the City of Cañon City, Colorado.
“Control” shall mean that the dog is on a leash, cord or chain not more than ten (10) feet
in length held by a person of sufficient age, size and physical ability to restrain the dog.
Electric leashes are specifically prohibited.
“Dangerous dog” means any dog, except a dog assisting a law enforcement officer,
engaged in law enforcement duties that:
1.
Causes serious bodily injury to any person or domesticated animal or
behaves in a manner that would have resulted in such serious bodily injury except for the
fact that there was intervention by a person to stop the behavior.
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2.
Has been previously adjudged as a potentially dangerous dog under this
chapter and the owner has failed to obtain and/or maintain the required potentially
dangerous dog permit; or the dog has engaged in subsequent behavior that poses a threat
to public safety or for which any of the potentially dangerous dog permit conditions set
forth for the keeping of potentially dangerous dogs have been violated (unless the dog
owner has been relieved of the obligation to maintain such permit as set forth in this
chapter).
3.
Engages in or has been trained for dog fighting as described and prohibited
in C.R.S. § 18-9-204.
"Dog" means any dog, whether male or female, regardless of age, except that for purposes
of licensing, registration and vaccinations, "dog'' shall mean a male or female dog that is
at least four months old.
"Harbor" means to occupy any premises on which a dog is kept or to which a dog
customarily returns for food and care.

"Impound" means to physically confine a dog at a licensed boarding facility or licensed
kennel at the direction of an animal control officer.

Deleted: C. "Destructive dog" means and includes any dog that
injures or destroys or molests the property of persons, other than
the owner, including particularly, among all other property,
gardens, shrubbery, trees, vines, flowers, grass, and seed beds. ¶
Deleted: D.

Deleted: E. "Dog kennel" means a "kennel," as described in
Chapter 17 .08 of this Code, in which dogs are kept. ¶
F. "Noisy dog" means and includes any dog that barks, yelps or
howls loudly and at frequent intervals, or continuously, or for
extended periods of time.
Deleted: A

"Keeper" means any person, or the parent, guardian or custodian of any minor, who is in
possession of, or is keeping, harboring or caring for any dog
“Kennel” shall have the same meaning as in Title 17 of this code.
"Owner" means and includes any person or entity that owns, keeps, harbors, possesses, or
has permanent control or custody of a dog, claims responsibility for an dog, or is declared
by court decree to be the responsible party for a dog or the authorized agent of any such
person. The parent or guardian of any minor claiming ownership of a dog shall be deemed
to be the owner of the dog for purposes of this chapter..
"Persistent" means continuously without substantial interruption for a period of thirty (30)
minutes or longer.
“Potentially dangerous dog” means any dog, except a dog assisting a law enforcement
officer engaged in law enforcement duties, that may be a threat to public safety as may be
demonstrated by any of the following behaviors:
1.
Acts in a highly aggressive manner within a fenced yard or enclosure and
appears to a reasonable person to be able to jump over or escape such fenced yard or
enclosure.
2.
Without provocation, approaches any person in a menacing or terrorizing
manner, or in an apparent attitude of attack, whether such person is in motion or standing
still, and whether such person is on foot or on or in a vehicle or device which allows such
person to be in motion.
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3.
Any dog that without provocation menaces, chases, displays threatening or
aggressive behavior, or otherwise threatens or endangers the safety of any person or
domesticated animal.
4.
property.

Attacks any person or domesticated animal that is lawfully on the owner's

5.
Without provocation causes any injury, less than serious bodily injury, to
any person or domesticated animal at any place within the City.
6.
Any dog declared to be potentially dangerous, or potentially vicious, or a
like definition, by any jurisdiction.
"Serious bodily injury" means bodily injury directly inflicted by the dog which, either at
the time of the actual injury or at a later time, involves a substantial risk of death, a
substantial risk of permanent disfigurement or a substantial risk of protracted loss or
impairment of the function of any part or organ of the body, or results in break, fractures,
or burns of the second or third degree.
6.08.030 Powers and duties of animal control officers.
A.
Animal control officers shall have the power and duty to enforce all sections of this
chapter and any other ordinances or law of the state pertaining to dogs. In the furtherance
of such duties, such officers may issue, sign and serve penalty assessments or summons
and complaints to enforce the provisions of this chapter.
B.
Animal control officers shall keep accurate and detailed records of the
impoundment and disposition of all dogs coming into custody, and of all reports of any dog
bites reported to such officers.
C.
It shall be lawful for any animal control officer to go upon private property to
capture any dog to be impounded for, or to investigate any report of a violation of this
chapter, if:
1.

The officer has obtained consent of the person in possession of the property.

2.
The officer has obtained a search warrant pursuant to Rule 241 of the
Colorado Municipal Court Rules.
3.

The officer is in pursuit of a dog which is, or has been, running at large.

4.
The officer is in pursuit of a dog which the officer has probable cause to
believe has bitten a person or other domesticated animal.
5.
The officer is attempting to abate a continuing violation when the owner of
the property is not available.
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Deleted: H. "Pound" means the enclosure provided by the City
for keeping dogs, or a humane shelter not operated by the City for
impounding animals. ¶
Deleted: L. "Registration period" means and includes the
biannual period commencing on the first day of January of each
even-numbered year and ending on the thirty-first day of
December of each odd-numbered year. The first such registration
period shall commence on January 1, 1982, and end on December
31, 1983. Each registration period shall be designated by the
calendar year in which such period ends.J. "Run at large" and
"running at large" means any dog when off or away from the
premises of the owner, possessor or keeper thereof and not under
the control of such owner, possessor or keeper, or his agent or
servant, or member of his immediate family, by leash, cord or
chain of not more than ten (10) feet in length.¶
K.! "Vicious dog" means any dog which at any place in the city,
whether on public or private property, attacks or bites a human
being or other domestic animal or livestock, with the exception of
fowl, or engages in or is harbored primarily or in part for the
purpose of fighting as described and prohibited in Section 18-9204. C.R.S., or any animal trained for fighting; provided,
however, that no dog shall be deemed vicious solely by reason of
having attacked, threatened, attempted to bite or bitten under the
following circumstances: ¶
1. When a dog is used by an authorized peace officer while the
officer is engaged in the performance of peace officer duties; ¶
2. When a person attacked such dog or engaged in such conduct
reasonably calculated to provoke such dog to attack, threaten, or
bite such person or another person or animal; ¶
3. When any person is engaged in unlawfully entering into or
upon any vehicle in which such animal is kept or confined; ¶
4. When any person or other domestic animal or livestock, except
fowl, is engaged in the unauthorized entry into or upon the fenced
or enclosed portion of the premises upon which such animal is
kept; ¶
5. When any person is engaged in attacking or molesting another
person;¶
6. Any affirmative defenses contained in Section 18-9204.5(3)(h), C.R.S., as amended; or ¶
7. Any exclusions contained in Section 18-9-204.5(6), C.R.S., as
amended. (Ord. 25-2018 § 1; Ord. 19-2003 § 1; Ord. 21-87 § 8;
prior code§ 6.10.010).¶

Nothing in subsections C(3), C(4), or C(5) of this section shall be deemed to authorize
entry into any enclosed building on private property.
D.
If an affidavit has been submitted to the Municipal Court Judge which satisfies the
Judge that an dog which is the subject of a violation of this chapter is located within the
City and that the dog either poses a clear and present danger to the health, general welfare
or safety of other persons or animals or is suffering extreme neglect or cruelty, the
Municipal Court Judge may order the dog seized by the animal control officer pursuant to
Rule 241 of the Colorado Municipal Court Rules. The owner of the dog may request a
hearing concerning any such order for seizure entered pursuant to this subsection by filing
an appropriate motion pursuant to applicable rules in the Colorado Municipal Court Rules.
Whenever a dog is seized by order of the Municipal Court or other court, the kennel shall
not adopt out, donate or euthanize the dog unless such action is permitted by a subsequent
order of the same court which ordered the initial seizure.
E.
Notwithstanding paragraphs C(2) or C(6), above, if an animal control officer has
reasonable cause to believe that the keeping or harboring of any dog is so hazardous, unsafe
or dangerous as to require immediate inspection to safeguard the dog or the public health
or safety, the animal control officer shall have the right to immediately enter and inspect
the property or vehicle in or upon which the dog is kept, and may use any reasonable means
required to effect such entry and make such inspection, whether the property or vehicle is
occupied or unoccupied and whether permission to inspect has been obtained or not. If the
property or vehicle is occupied, the animal control officer shall first present proper
credentials to the owner or occupant of the property or vehicle and demand entry,
explaining his or her reasons therefore and the purpose of the inspection. Such entry shall
be solely for the purpose of abating the violation, and no evidence obtained during or as a
result of such entry shall be admissible for purposes of prosecution.
6.08.040 Licensing, registration, and vaccination.
A.

License and Registration Required.
l.
All dogs in the City shall be licensed and registered by their owners upon
one of the following events:
a.
Within thirty (30) days after the owner acquires ownership of a dog
not licensed and registered.
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b.
Within thirty (30) days after the dog reaches the age of four (4)
months.
2.
Licenses issued under this subsection in the City shall expire two (2) years
from the date of issuance.
3.
Upon proper application and payment of fees as provided in this chapter,
the City Clerk shall issue all licenses required by this chapter, shall keep a suitable
book for the registration of dogs, shall register therein all dogs whose owners or
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keepers, have paid the fee herein provided, and shall keep the date of registration,
the name, sex, breed, and color of each dog so registered.
4.
For any dog licensed the applicant shall pay a fee as set forth in the City’s
fee schedule. Each applicant for a license shall be required to pay a fee for each
neutered or spayed dog and a fee for each unneutered or unspayed dog prior to the
issuance of a license. Any person who wishes to pay the reduced fee for neutered
or spayed dogs shall present to the City Clerk a signed statement from a licensed
veterinarian that such dog has been neutered or spayed.
5.
The City Clerk shall not issue any license to any applicant until such
applicant produces to the City Clerk a certificate from a licensed veterinarian
showing that such dog has been vaccinated for rabies.

Deleted: or harborers
Deleted: Dog licenses shall be issued, and the registration of
dogs shall be made by any veterinarian licensed by the state,
upon forms furnished to the veterinarian by the City, upon the
payment of the veterinarian's charge, if any, for inoculating the
dog with an antirabies vaccine, a veterinarian's processing fee
of two dollars ($2.00), and a license fee, as follows:
Deleted: ¶
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Deleted: during an even-numbered year, the sum of twentytwo dollars and fifty cents ($22.50) for each unspayed female,
and twelve dollars and fifty cents ($12.50) for each male dog
and each spayed female dog for each registration period; and
Deleted: ¶
b.!

.
B.
Whenever a registered dog changes ownership, within thirty (30) days thereafter
the new owner shall again register such dog in the manner required by this chapter and
shall pay a fee as set forth in the City’s fee schedule.

Deleted: For any dog licensed during an odd-numbered year,
the sum of fifteen dollars ($15.00) for each unspayed female
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C.
The provisions of this section shall not apply to dogs whose owners are nonresidents of the City; provided, however, that if a dog whose owner is a nonresident remains
in the City more than thirty (30) days. If the owner remains in the City thirty (30) days or
longer, such dog shall be licensed and registered.

Deleted: as adopted by resolution of the City Councilprocessing
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Deleted: within
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6.08.050 Tags.

Deleted: shall remain

A.
The City Clerk shall issue to the owner or party registering the dog a suitable metal
tag that is serially numbered. In the alternative, any owner or keeper may at their own
expense have a microchip containing an identification number implanted into the dog, and
such dog need not have a license tag as otherwise provided herein. The City Clerk shall
record the serial number of such tag or microchip identification number in the registration
record of the dog.
B.
Every dog so registered shall at all times wear the tag issued, except when confined
in an enclosure, or as otherwise exempted under Section 6.08.050(A).
C.
Any owner may procure a new standard dog tag to replace one which has been lost
upon the application to the City Clerk and upon payment of a fee as set forth in the City’s
fee schedule. When a new tag is issued, the City Clerk shall record the number of the new
tag upon the registration record of such dog.
6.08.060 Rabies- Quarantine.
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A.
The owner of any dog that bites any person or other animal shall deliver the dog to
the City and shall provide such information as may be requested by an animal control
officer.
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B.
Any dog which is found within the City and which is suspected to be carrying rabies
shall immediately be turned over to an animal control officer . An animal control officer
shall, at the owner's expense, quarantine and impound such dog for a period of ten (10)
days; and if during such period such dog displays symptoms of illness; its disposition,
including without limitation, destruction, shall be determined by the City in consultation
with a licensed veterinarian.

Deleted: A

C.
A dog which is known to have been exposed to an animal infected with rabies shall
be quarantined and shall be closely confined by its owner in a sufficiently fenced, locked
area, or a kennel, all at the expense of the owner for a period of ten (10) days and take such
other steps as may be necessary to prevent the spread of rabies.
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D.
If it is known who the owner or keeper of a dog that is quarantined or impounded
pursuant to this section, the owner or keeper shall be held responsible for any costs incurred
by the City related to the impoundment, care, and disposition of said dog regardless of
whether the owner or keeper reclaims the dog.
E.
No person shall kill any suspected or confirmed rabid dog except upon the written
consent of an animal control officer. A person shall be authorized to kill any suspected or
confirmed rabid dog in defense of a person or other animal or to prevent the escape of such
suspected or confirmed rabid dog.
6.08.070 Limits on dogs.
A.
It shall be unlawful for any person to own, keep or harbor more than __________
dogs that are six (6) months of age or older on any premises.
B.
Only one (1) litter of offspring of an age of six (6) months or less may be kept on
any premises at any given time.
C.
Except limitations on the number of dogs does not apply to animal boarding
facilities or kennels.
6.08.080 Running at large.
A.
No owner or keeper shall permit such dog to run at large within the City, including
any area outside the City, the use of which the City has jurisdiction and authority to
regulate, including without limitation Temple Canyon Park, Red Canyon Park, and Royal
Gorge Park, unless the dog is accompanied by a person or is under control, as described in
this chapter.
B.
It shall be unlawful to tether any dog on any property other than that of the owner
without permission of the property owner or occupant or to allow any dog tethered on the
property of the owner to have access to property other than that of the dog owner.
C.
In addition to any other remedy provided by the City to prohibit the running at large
of a dog, any dog running at large may be seized and impounded pursuant to this chapter.
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D.
It shall be unlawful for any owner or keeper to fail to securely confine any unspayed
dog in the state of estrus (heat), in a house, building or proper enclosure, in such a manner
that such dog cannot come in contact with another dog except for planned breeding, and
such that the dog does not create a nuisance by attracting other animals. When outside on
the property of the owner for metabolic waste elimination, the dog must be physically
restrained on a hand-held leash. Owners or keepers who do not comply may be ordered to
remove the dog in heat to a kennel, veterinary hospital or animal boarding facility. All
expenses incurred as a result of the confinement shall be paid by the owner of the dog.
Failure to comply with the removal order shall be a violation of this section and the dog
shall then be impounded as prescribed in this chapter.
E.
Dogs may be off leash in a designated, enclosed dog park, if accompanied by a
person capable of controlling the dog off leash.
F.
Sick or injured dogs found on public property shall be presumed to be running at
large, and may be impounded and provided any necessary veterinary medical treatment. If
the dog is significantly injured or sick, such that recovery is improbable, the dog may be
humanely destroyed, in order to avoid further pain and suffering by the dog, without
liability to the City, animal boarding facility, their employees, officers, or agents, or to any
veterinarian examining, diagnosing, or treating the dog. An animal control officer shall
make a reasonable attempt to contact the owner or keeper of an injured dog that is treated
or impounded. The owner of such dog shall be liable for all expenses associated with the
treatment or impoundment.
G.
In the event wearing a leash causes restrictions for a service dog, in performing
tasks for a person with disabilities, such service dog shall be exempted from this section.

6.08.090

Noisy dog.

A.
It is unlawful for any owner or keeper of any dog to permit such dog, by loud and
persistent or habitual barking, howling, or yelping, to disturb any person or neighborhood,
and the same is declared to be a public nuisance. It shall not be necessary, for the purpose
of this section, to identify and describe the particular dog which is barking, howling, or
yelping, provided only that it shall be shown who has possession, care, custody, or control
of the dog.
B.
In any prosecution for a violation of Subsection A, the fact that any dog barking,
howling, or yelping which disturbed any person or neighborhood occurred either: .
1.

Between the hours of 10:30 p.m. and 7:30 a.m.; or

2.
When none of the residents who reside at the place where the noisy dog is
being kept are at home
Shall create a rebuttable presumption that the noise was unlawful.
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C.
Summons and complaint issued for violation of this section shall either be signed
by an animal control officer that personally witnessed the violation, or by at least two (2)
identified complaining witnesses from separate households who are willing to testify at
trial in addition to the signature of the serving officer, or may be signed by only one (1)
identified complaining witness other than the serving officer, if there exists competent
evidence admissible at trial to prove a prima facie case of a violation of this section.
6.08.100 Removal of excrement; damage to property.
Proper disposal of pet solid waste is necessary to protect public health, safety and welfare.
A.
It shall be unlawful for any owner or keeper of any dog to refuse or fail to remove
promptly excrement deposited by said dog upon any street, sidewalk, play area, park, other
public property, or any private property when permission of the owner or tenant of said
property has not been obtained.

Deleted: C.! Upon a complaint made to the Animal Control
Officer as to any such dog, the Animal Control Officer shall
investigate the truth of the complaint and, if he or she shall find it
sustained, shall file in the Municipal Court a complaint charging
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the case may be, for all purposes under this chapter (Prior code §
6.10.050)¶

B.
It shall be unlawful to place dog excrement in storm sewers, or to dispose of
excrement in any manner except by depositing it in a toilet or a receptacle ordinarily used
for garbage and covered by a lid, or in an otherwise lawful and sanitary manner.
C.
When walking a dog off an owner's property, such owners or keepers are required
to have in their possession a viable means by which to pick up and remove their dogs'
excrement.
D.
It shall be unlawful to fail to remove promptly all excrement from private property,
including the premises of the owner of a dog or any other person consenting to the deposit
of such waste on his or her premises, or to fail to place such waste in a closed container.
E.
It shall be unlawful to fail to maintain the premises upon which dogs are kept in a
clean and sanitary condition.
F.
It shall be unlawful for any owner of any dog to permit said dog, whether or not it
is running at large, to destroy, damage or injure any shrubbery, plants, flowers, grass, lawn,
fence or anything whatsoever upon any public premises or private premises owned or
occupied by a person other than the owner of said dog.
6.08.110 Dogs prohibited in cemeteries.
A.
It is unlawful for the owner of any dog to permit that dog to enter into or remain
upon the grounds of any cemetery. Signs advising of this prohibition may be placed at or
near all entrances to all cemeteries and elsewhere within all cemeteries.
B.
Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, it is not unlawful for a person
to be accompanied by service dog upon the grounds of a cemetery.
C.
When the owner of any dog found on the grounds of a cemetery refuses to
voluntarily remove such dog from the cemetery upon the request of any parks or cemetery
9

Deleted:

employee, or any animal control officer, such dog shall be subject to immediate
impoundment.
6.08.120 Potentially dangerous dogs.
A.
It is unlawful to keep or maintain any potentially dangerous dog within the City
without compliance with this section.
B.
Whenever any dog engages in behavior that meets the definition of a potentially
dangerous dog, the owner of such dog shall be charged with a violation of this section, and
the dog may be seized and impounded as set forth in this chapter. If the dog is impounded,
such owner shall also be required to meet the financial bonding requirements set forth in
this chapter. If the identity of the owner of a dog, which the animal control officer
reasonably believes to be potentially dangerous cannot be reasonably determined, the dog
shall be immediately confiscated. If the owner or keeper then claims such dog, the dog
may in the discretion of an animal control officer be released to its owner or keeper,
together with a copy of the summons and complaint charging a violation of this section.
Any dog impounded which is not claimed within a five-day period may be subject to orders
from the Municipal Court for disposal by the kennel. Disposal may be by adoption,
donation or humane destruction at the sole discretion of the kennel.
C.
After any dog has been adjudged potentially dangerous through conviction or entry
of a plea in the Municipal Court, the dog may be permitted to remain in the City if and only
if the owner applies for and receives a potentially dangerous dog permit from the City, and
the Municipal Court shall order any such owner of a potentially dangerous dog to apply for
such permit within five (5) days of the date of conviction, and to maintain such permit for
such dog at all times unless the dog is later determined by an animal control officer to no
longer be potentially dangerous in accordance with Subsection 6.08.120(F). The owner or
keeper of a potentially dangerous dog shall at all times comply with all conditions of such
permit.
D.

Applications for potentially dangerous dog permits shall include:
1.
The name and address of the applicant and of the owner of the dog and the
names and addresses of two (2) persons who may be contacted in the case of an
emergency.
2.

An accurate description of the dog for which the permit is requested.

3.

The address or place where the dog will be located.

4.
In addition to the license fees provided by this chapter, the owner of a
potentially dangerous dog shall pay an annual permit fee as set by the City’s fee
schedule, to register and maintain registration of such owner or keeper as a
potentially dangerous dog.
5.

The dog’s microchip information, if applicable.
10

E.

6.

Proof that the dog has a current rabies vaccination.

7.

Such other information as the City may require.

Conditions of a potentially dangerous dog permit may include:
1.
Any owner or keeper of a potentially dangerous dog shall be jointly and
severally responsible with all other owners of such dog for compliance with the
requirements of this subsection and the permit issued hereunder.
2.
The owner or keeper of any potentially dangerous dog shall be allowed only
one (1) permitted potentially dangerous dog and no household within the City shall
be allowed to harbor more than one (1) permitted potentially dangerous dog at any
time.
3.
The owner or keeper of a potentially dangerous dog shall be a responsible
adult eighteen (18) years of age or older.
4.
The location where the potentially dangerous dog is possessed or
maintained must be kept clean and sanitary and the dog must be provided proper
and adequate food, water, ventilation, shelter and care at all times.
5.
Animal control officers must be permitted at any reasonable time to inspect
the dog and premises for compliance with this section.
6.
The owner of the potentially dangerous dog shall provide and pay for the
implantation of a microchip within such dog, and shall provide proof of compliance
with this requirement at the time of making the permit application.
7.
The owner of a potentially dangerous dog shall notify an animal control
officer, in person or by telephone, of any of the following occurrences within the
scheduled time frames as set forth in this subsection:
a.
Within eight (8) hours after the dog has escaped or has otherwise
ceased to be in custody of the owner for any reason, unless the owner knows
such dog to be physically secured, restrained or confined and to be in the
custody of another adult who is competent.
b.
Within eight (8) hours after the dog has attacked a person or another
domestic animal.
c.
If the dog has died or if ownership or possession of the potentially
dangerous dog or the location of the potentially dangerous dog's primary
habitat is changed to a person or location outside of the City, the owner
listed on the permit shall notify an animal control officer within twenty-four
(24) hours of such change, including the name, address and telephone
number of the new owner, if relevant. If ownership or possession of the dog
or the location of the dog's primary habitat is changed to a person or location
11

at a different address within the City, the owner listed on the permit shall
notify an animal control officer within twenty-four (24) hours of the change,
including the name, address and telephone number of the new owner, if
relevant, and the new owner may be permitted to modify the permit to
reflect the new owner's name in the discretion of an animal control officer,
but such modification must be obtained within five (5) days of the change.
The fee for a permit modification shall be as set by City’s fee schedule.
8.
At the discretion of the Municipal Court a potentially dangerous dog
permit may contain any or all of the following conditions:
a.

Spaying or neutering of potentially dangerous dog.

b.
Except under the circumstances otherwise specifically
permitted by this section, a potentially dangerous dog shall at all
times be maintained inside a proper enclosure.
c.
The potentially dangerous dog shall not be present, kept or
maintained at any location other than as specified in the permit.
d.
A sign which is clearly visible to the general public shall be
posted on the premises where a potentially dangerous dog is kept,
warning that there is a dog on the premises which presents a
potential danger to persons or other domestic animals. Such sign
shall have the dimensions, colors, graphics and lettering that comply
with the standards as established by the City Administrator or
designee. Such sign shall also include a symbol sufficient to convey,
without the use of words, the message that there is a dog on the
premises which presents a potential danger to persons or other
domestic animal.
e.
The potentially dangerous dog shall not be permitted to be
outside a proper enclosure on the premises named in the permit
except for the purpose of obtaining supervised and attended
exercise, veterinary care, being sold or given away, or to comply
with any provision of law or directive of an animal control officer.
When outside the proper enclosure for such permitted purposes, the
dog must be properly muzzled and restrained by a substantial chain
or leash not to exceed ten (10) feet in length under the control of a
responsible adult at all times who has the physical ability to restrain
the movement of such dog. Notwithstanding, potentially dangerous
dogs may be confined humanely within a vehicle, provided that the
dog cannot escape or inflict injury upon any person or other
domestic animal.
E.
Except as provided in Subsection 6.08.120(F) below, the permit as provided
in this section shall be renewed annually with the City.
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F.
In the discretion of the Municipal Court, upon written request from the
owner, if there are no additional documented findings by an animal control officer
of any behavior of the potentially dangerous dog which indicates that the dog
remains a threat to the public safety for the thirty-six-month period from the
effective date of the initial potentially dangerous dog permit, the owner may be
relieved of the obligation to continue to maintain a potentially dangerous dog
permit.
6.08.130 Affirmative defenses to dangerous or potentially dangerous dog charges.
The Municipal Court shall consider the following affirmative defenses if evidence thereof
is presented in determining whether a dog is dangerous or potentially dangerous:
A.
The underlying evidence leading to the charge against the dog as dangerous or
potentially dangerous.
B.
Whether any injury or damage to a person by the dog was caused or contributed to
by the actions of that person, including acts of physical abuse, tormenting, teasing or
assaulting the dog.
C.
Whether a person injured or damaged by the dog was committing a trespass or other
tort upon premises occupied by the owner or keeper of the dog, or was committing or
attempting to commit a crime.
D.
Whether any injury or damage to a domesticated animal was caused or contributed
to by the actions and behavior of the domesticated animal such as teasing or attacking the
dog.
E.
Whether a person injured or damaged by the dog had gained uninvited and
unauthorized entry into the fenced or indoor property of the owner or keeper of the dog.
As used in this section, unauthorized entry does not include entry into a fenced residential
front yard unless the yard is locked or posted to prohibit entry.
F.
Whether any injury or damage to a person by the dog was caused while the dog was
protecting or defending a person within the immediate vicinity of the dog from an
unjustified attack or assault.
6.08.140 Presumption of ownership.
Any adult at whose residence a dangerous dog or potentially dangerous dog is kept or found
shall be presumed to be an owner of such dog and shall have the burden of rebutting such
presumption. If a dog has more than one (1) owner within the meaning of this section, any
one (1) of such owners may be prosecuted for violations of this section whether or not any
other owners are also prosecuted.
6.08.150 Dangerous dogs.
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It is unlawful to own, keep or maintain any dangerous dog within the City. Whenever any
dog engages in behavior that meets the definition of a dangerous dog, the owner of such
dog shall be charged with a violation of this chapter, and the dog shall be seized and
impounded as set forth in this chapter. Any person convicted of a violation of this section
shall, in addition to all other permitted penalties under this section, be required to humanely
destroy such dog or to remove and maintain the dog outside the City.
6.08.160 Impounded and seized dogs; destruction of dogs.
A.

Impoundment.
1.
Any time an animal control officer has reasonable suspicion to believe an
dog has engaged in any form of prohibited behavior under this chapter, or any other
ordinance or any law of the State, including but not limited to, the failure of the dog
to be properly collared or harnessed or identified as set forth in this chapter, such
animal may, at the discretion of an animal control officer, be taken into custody by
an animal control officer and impounded in a humane manner.
2.
Unless other time frames are specifically provided for in this chapter
(including but not limited to bite confinement periods), any dog impounded which
is not claimed within a five-day period may be disposed of by the kennel, only upon
issuance of a written Municipal Court order. Disposal may be by adoption,
donation or humane destruction at the sole discretion of the kennel. During the
period of impoundment, the animal control officer shall make a reasonable effort
to ascertain and notify the owner.
3.
Any dog held as evidence at the kennel at the request of an animal control
officer shall remain impounded pending a hearing. Any dog so impounded which
is not claimed, or for which financial bond is not paid as set forth in this chapter
may be disposed of as set forth in Subsection 6.08.160(A)(2) above. In no event
shall said dog be released to the owner prior to the service of a penalty assessment
or summons and complaint upon the owner.
4.
The owner of any impounded dog shall be responsible for the payment of
all charges and fees, including those for impoundment, boarding, euthanasia,
disposal, veterinary and all other services as needed. Fees and charges for
impoundment of dogs shall be as set by the City’s fee schedule and charges incurred
by the City. No impounded dog shall be released until the owner has paid or
arranged to pay all such charges and fees. Failure of the owner of any impounded
dog to claim such dog from the kennel shall not relieve the owner from payment of
all applicable charges and fees as established by the kennel. It shall be unlawful for
any owner to fail to pay such fees and charges.
5.
In the sole discretion of the animal control officer, any dog found running
at large, which is not otherwise a potentially dangerous or dangerous dog under the
provisions of this chapter, may be returned to its owner.
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B.

Seizure and immediate destruction.
1.
Any dog that has caused injury to any person or domesticated animal or
which has without provocation attacked any person or domesticated animal or
which otherwise meets the definition of a dangerous or potentially dangerous dog
as set forth in this chapter, and is found running at large, may be seized and
impounded at the owner's expense by an animal control officer without notice to
the owner. The animal control officer shall make reasonable effort to notify such
owner after seizing and impounding the dog pursuant to this section. If after making
every reasonable attempt to seize such dog the animal control officer determines
the dog cannot be captured without exposing the animal control officer or other
persons to danger of personal injury from the dog, and the animal presents a present
danger to any person or other dog, it shall be lawful for the animal control officer
to humanely destroy the dog without notice to the owner.
2.
When a veterinarian, kennel, animal control officer or law enforcement
officer has determined that a dog is critically ill or injured, is suffering extreme
pain, or has a poor prognosis for recovery, nothing in this chapter shall be construed
to prevent the immediate humane destruction of such domesticated or wild animal.

6.08.170 Hearing on disposition of seized dogs; financial bonding requirements;
destruction, seizure or release.
A.
Whenever an dog is seized or impounded pursuant to this chapter and a summons
and complaint has been served, depending on the nature of the charge pending, the owner
may be summoned before the Municipal Court on the next available court date following
the seizure or impoundment to address only the issue of disposition of the seized and
impounded dog. The City, through its animal control officers, shall make reasonable efforts
to notify the owner in writing by personal service or by posting notice on the front door of
the owner's residence at the address shown on the dog license records. Unless the dog
owner waives the time frame for advance service of such notice in order to expedite a
hearing, this notice shall be served at least five (5) days prior to the hearing and shall state
the time, date, location and purpose of the hearing. Such hearings resulting from dog
seizures or impoundments shall be given priority on the Municipal Court docket in order
to minimize the expense to the owners for impoundment of seized dogs.
B.
If a dog is seized and impounded on an evidence hold and the owner cannot be
ascertained or served with either a penalty assessment or summons and complaint,
disposition of the dog may proceed in accordance with the time frames and requirements
of this section.
C.
If, on the date of the hearing, notice to the owner was provided as required under
Section 6.08.170(A) above, the Municipal Court may proceed with the hearing as to the
disposition of the dog, whether or not the owner appears.
D.
Formal rules of evidence shall not apply at such dog disposition hearings, and any
statements made at such hearings shall not be used as evidence at any subsequent hearing
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in the prosecution of the underlying charges. If the City establishes by a preponderance of
the evidence that there is a reasonable likelihood of future injury to persons, property or
animals, the Municipal Court shall order the dog to remain impounded at the owner's
expense until final disposition of the pending municipal charges. If the Municipal Court
determines that it is inappropriate to order the dog impounded, the Municipal Court may
order the dog returned to the owner and kept under such circumstances as will ensure the
safety of persons, property or other animals, as the case may be.
E.

Financial bonding for cost of holding impounded dogs.
1.
The owner of a dog that has been ordered impounded after the hearing may
be required to post a bond with the Municipal Court in an amount sufficient to
provide for the care and keeping of the dog from the date of impound, to the extent
any such charges remain outstanding as of the date of the hearing, until the date set
for trial on the pending municipal charges. Notice of such bond shall be given at
the conclusion of the hearing to the owner, allowing five (5) days for the posting of
such bond.
2.
If the owner does not appear at the disposition hearing, the City shall, if
ascertainable, send notice of the bond amount to the owner allowing the owner five
(5) days from the date of the notice to post such bond.
3.
If the owner fails to post the bond or cannot be ascertained by the City
following reasonable efforts, the dog shall be deemed abandoned, and the kennel,
upon issuance of a Municipal Court order, may dispose of the dog at any time after
five (5) days from the date of notice, of the bond requirement. The date of notice
shall be the later of the date the owner is provided notice or the date that the dog
control officer or kennel makes reasonable efforts to ascertain and provide the
owner with such notice. The City shall be provided copies of all notices issued
under this section.
4.
At the end of the time for which expenses are covered by the bond, the
Municipal Court may determine disposition of the dog. The owner shall be liable
for the cost of the care, keeping or disposal of the dog.

6.08.180 Cruelty to Dogs.
It is unlawful for any person to knowingly, recklessly, or negligently overdrive, overload
overwork, torment, torture, needlessly mutilate, needlessly kill, deprive of necessary
sustenance, unnecessarily or cruelly beat, allow to be housed in a manner that results in or
may reasonably result in physical harm, carry or confine in or upon any vehicles in a cruel
or reckless manner or otherwise mistreat or neglect any dog, or causes or procures it to be
done or, having the charge or custody of any dog, fail to provide it with proper food, drink,
or protection from weather consisted with the breed and type of dog involved, or abandon
a dog within the City.
6.08.190 Poisoning Prohibited.
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Deleted: 6.08.080 Impoundment authorized when.¶
A.! The Animal Control Officer shall impound any dog running
at large, or which is proven, in the manner provided in Section
6.08.070, to be a vicious or destructive dog, even though such dog
is under the direct supervision and control of a person while it is
off the premises occupied by its owner.¶
B. The Animal Control Officer shall also impound any dog
proved to be a noisy dog in the manner provided in Subsection B
of Section 6.08.070 upon any complaint made to the Animal
Control Officer as to any such dog, subsequent to the complaint
mentioned in Subsection B of Section 6.08.070.¶
C. The Council of the City shall have the authority to contract
with third parties to provide facilities for the impoundment
provided for in this section.¶
Deleted: 6.08.090 Impounded dogs—Listing.¶
The Animal Control Officer shall list with the budget and
accounting officer of the county and with the Clerk of the City all
dogs impounded, giving the names of the owners, if known, and
if unknown, a description of each dog so impounded; and the
filing of such list with the Budget and Accounting Officer of the
County and the Clerk of the City shall be deemed to be notice to
the owner of such impoundment, and no other notice need be
given by the Animal Control Officer or the City.¶

It is unlawful for any person to poison any dog or to distribute poison in any manner
whatsoever with the intent of poisoning any dog.
Deleted: 6.08.100 Impounded dogs—Care and feeding.¶
The Animal Control Officer, or contractor housing the animals, shall
cause all dogs impounded to be properly fed and watered until
redeemed or disposed of as provided in this chapter.

6.08.200 Restitution.
A.
The court shall order any owner who is convicted of, or enters into a deferred
judgment for, a violation of Subsection 6.08.150 above, for injury or death of another
animal, to make restitution as follows:
1.
If the owner's dog injures any animal, restitution shall be equal to any
reasonable and necessary medical expenses in treating such animal and in
rehabilitating such animal.
2.
If the owner's dog destroys any animal, restitution shall be the greater of the
fair market value or the replacement value of such animal on the date, but before
the time, the animal was destroyed, plus any reasonable and necessary medical
expenses incurred in treating the animal and the expense to dispose of such animal.
B.
The court shall order any owner who is convicted of, or enters into a deferred
judgment for, a violation of Subsection 6.08.150 whose dog inflicted bodily injury or
serious bodily injury upon any person, to make restitution pursuant to the provisions
governing restitution.

Deleted: 6.08.110 Impounded dogs—Redemption.¶
A.! Any dog impounded, other than a vicious or destructive dog,
may be redeemed by its owner at any time within five (5) days
after being impounded, during the hours of seven a.m. until five
p.m., upon payment to the Chief of Police the fee for the dog’s
kennel care, as provided in Subsection B of this section, and in
the event the impounded dog is not then currently licensed and
registered under the provisions of this chapter, upon payment of
the additional sum to the Chief of Police for the license fee
provided in Subsection (A)(2) of Section 6.08.020. The owner of
the unlicensed and unregistered dog shall, within five (5) days of
its redemption:¶
1.! Obtain a certificate from a veterinarian licensed in the state,
certifying that the dog has been inoculated with the vaccine and
within the time prescribed by Subsection (A)(3) of Section
6.08.020; and¶
2.! Furnish a copy of the veterinarian’s certificate to the Chief of
Police, who shall then provide to the owner the tag provided for
in Subsection A of Section 6.08.030.¶
B.! Fees for kennel care of impounded dogs shall be the sum of
twelve dollars and fifty cents ($12.50) for the first twenty-four
(24) hours or fraction thereof, and five dollars ($5.00) for each
additional twenty-four (24) hours or fraction thereof.¶
C.! Any dog not redeemed within the five (5) day period
provided for in Section 6.08.090 may be disposed of as directed
by the City Administrator or by such other person as the City
Administrator may designate.
Deleted: of
Deleted: or any owner who enters into a deferred judgment
Deleted: or any owner who enters into a deferred judgment,

6.08.210 Violation-Penalty.
A.
Any owner or keeper who is found guilty of violating Section 6.08.080 shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punished in accordance with the following schedule:
1.
Upon conviction of a first offense within any twelve (12) month period, by
a fine of thirty dollars ($30.00);
2.
Upon conviction of a second offense occurring within twelve (12) months
of the date of the first offense, by a fine of sixty dollars ($60.00);
3.
Upon conviction of a third or any subsequent offense occurring within
twelve (12) months of the date of the first offense, by a fine in an amount that is not
less than seventy-five dollars ($75.00), nor more than the maximum fine provided
for in Section 1.28.010.
B.
Any person or persons, firm or corporation who is found guilty of violating Section
6.08.040 is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punished in accordance with the following
schedule:
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Deleted: 6.08.120 Vicious or noisy dogs—Destruction when.¶
The Animal Control Officer may kill any vicious dog running at
large, at any time or place, when there is a grave and imminent
danger of its doing harm or injury to any person; and if a dog
which proves to be noisy, vicious or destructive is impounded, the
Animal Control Officer, or contractor housing the animal, may
kill the same after five (5) days from the filing of the list provided
for in Section 6.08.090, unless the owner shall dispose of such
dog within five (5) days after the same shall be impounded, in
such manner that the inhabitants of the city shall be assured that
any such dog shall no longer molest the inhabitants of the City.¶
Deleted: 200
Deleted: The
Deleted: of any dog which is found running at large or found
off or away from the premises of the owner, possessor or keeper
thereof, and not under the control of such owner, possessor or
keeper or its agent, servant or member of his or her immediate
family, by leash, cord or chain of not more than ten (10) feet in
length,
Deleted: whose dog has not been properly licensed as provided
for in Section 6.08.020, and whose dog is not confined in an
enclosure, shall be guilty

1.
Upon conviction of a first offense with.in any twelve (12) month period, by
a fine of twenty-five dollars ($25.00);
2.
Upon conviction of a second offense occurring within twelve (12) months
of a prior offense, by a fine of fifty dollars ($50.00);
3.
Upon conviction of a third or any subsequent offense occurring within
twelve (12) months of the date of the first offense, by a fine in an amount that is
not less than seventy-five dollars ($75.00), nor more th.an the maximum fine
provided for in Section 1.28.010.
C.
Any person found guilty of violating Section 6.08.090 is guilty of a misdemeanor
and shall be punished by a fine in the amount not less than forty-five ($45.00) and no more
than the amount as set forth in Section 1.28.010.
D.
The owner of any dog who violates any provision of Section 6.08.110, upon
conviction of such violation, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be fined and
otherwise punished in accordance with the following schedule:

Deleted: (or persons) who owns, keeps, harbors or possesses
any noisy, destructive or vicious dog in violation of Section
6.08.070 is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof,
shall be punished by a fine in an amount that is not less than
forty-five dollars ($45.00), nor more than the maximum fine
provided for in Section 1.28.010.

1.
Upon conviction of a first offense within any twelve (12) month period, the
fine shall be twenty-five dollars ($25.00);
2.
Upon conviction of a second offense within any twelve (12) month period
of a prior offense, the fine shall be fifty dollars ($50.00);
3.
Upon conviction of a third or any subsequent offense occurring within twelve (12)
months of the date of the first offense, the owner shall be punished by a fine in an amount
that is not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00), nor more than the maximum fine
provided for in Section 1.28.010.E. Any fine or penalty provided for in this Chapter
shall be in addition to any costs incurred by the City related to the impoundment and care
and disposition of a dog regardless of whether the owner or keeper reclaims the dog.
F.
Any person who violates and is found guilty of any provision of this Chapter 6.08,
for which a penalty is not otherwise specifically provided, is guilty of a misdemeanor and
shall be punished by a fine in an amount that does not exceed the maximum fine provided
for in Section 1.28.010.
Section 2.
entirety.

Chapter 6.10 of the Cañon City Municipal Code is hereby repealed in its

Section 3.
Severability. If any section, subsection, paragraph, clause or other
provision of this Ordinance for any reason is held to be invalid or unenforceable, the invalidity or
unenforceability of such section, subsection, paragraph, clause or other provision shall not affect
any of the remaining provisions of this Ordinance, the intent being that the same are severable.
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Deleted: ¶
Deleted: D
Deleted: shelter fees as provided for in Section 6.08.110 for
impounding the dog
Deleted: E

Deleted: , upon conviction thereof,

Section 4.
Effective Date. Pursuant to Article XII, Section 3 and Section 5 of the
Charter, this Ordinance shall be effective five (5) days after final publication if it is published after
adoption or if not so published, five (5) days after its adoption.
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