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Flash wants you to remember:
4 Be flood safe, don’t play in culverts when it’s raining.
4 Enjoy and protect the riparian habitat areas.
4 Conserve water whenever you can.

The people at the Southeast Metro Stormwater Authority have made this book with 
pictures to color and fun puzzles to teach you about flooding and help you stay safe.
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Learn about the 
Evaporation
The sun heats up 
water in rivers, lakes 
or the ocean and 
turns it into vapor 
or steam. The same 
water has been 
recycled on Earth 
over and over, for 
millions of years.

Condensation
Water vapor in the air gets cold and condenses into  
liquid forming clouds.

Precipitation
When so much water has condensed that the air can not 
hold it anymore, the clouds get heavy and the water falls 
back to Earth in the form of rain, hail, sleet or snow.

Collection
When water falls back to Earth, it collects into the rivers, 
lakes and oceans, or it may end up as puddles and get 
soaked back into the Earth as ground water.
And the cycle starts again!

Condensation

Precipitation

Collection

Evaporation

Elk



Rain and snow falls
on mountains

River source

Tributaries

Riparian
wetlands

Floodplain

Floodplain

R
iver flows downhill to valley

Keep Our  Clean and Healthy!
When it rains in the mountains or when snow melts, the water flows into little streams, then those little 
streams join to form rivers, lakes and other bodies of water.
All of the land where this water falls and flows is called the WATERSHED. Watersheds vary in size. 
Thinking about where our water comes from and how we can keep it clean is good for our environment.

Understanding 
our watersheds 
is important!

Many kinds of 
animals, plants and 

migratory birds live in 
the wetlands.

Name some plants 
and animals that live 

and use the wetlands.

A floodplain 
is any area which 
is covered with water 
during a flood.



How to be Safe 
When the Summer 
Thunderstorms Come…

o	 Don’t stand near trees or tall 
poles when there’s lightning 
nearby

o	 Don’t play golf or field sports 
when there is lightening

o	 Stay away from water while it 
is lightening (pool, puddles)

If you are OUTSIDE:
o	 The safest place to be is indoors
o	 Never walk, swim or drive through 

a flooded area or road
o	 Never take cover in a culvert or 

under a bridge
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If you are INDOORS:
o	 Stay there until at least 30 minutes have 

passed since you last heard a clap of thunder.
o	 Stay away from windows.
o	 Electrical wiring and plumbing attract lightning!
o	 Don’t use your computer or house telephone 

unless it’s an emergency.
o	 Don’t wash dishes or take a shower  

during a lightning storm.

If you are IN THE CAR:
o	 Stay in the car until the lightning has stopped.
o	 Slow down! Water on the road may cause your car to hydroplane.
o	 Do not cross flooded roads.
o	 If you get stuck on a flooded road, call 911.

Never, ever 
drive into 

flooded streets!
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During a 
thunderstorm, 

never take cover 
under a bridge.

Never play in or take 
cover in a culvert.

When it rains, 
culverts fill up 

quickly with water. 










