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WHAT IS IT? 

 Mr. O. W. Lucas, superintendent of the county schools, recently discovered about nine 
miles north of Cañon City, the fossil remains of a carnivorous and herbivorous giant which he 
thinks is that of the Iguanodon, a reptile of the Cretaceous period, that had somewhat the habits 
of the Hippopotamus. In shape, the Iguanodon, resembles a Kangaroo in the body, having a 
serpent-like head with flat serrated teeth, the tail being very long. It is estimated that this fossil is 
that of an animal at least sixty feet in length, and eighteen feet high. The short leg bone, now in 
possession of Mr. Lucas, is six feet in length; the hip bone is three feet three inches long, two 
feet wide, and twenty-one inches in diameter at the joint: the shoulder-blade is five feet six 
inches in length, and the vertebrae at the back and tail of corresponding size. The remains now 
gathered make five wagon loads. Next week we will devote more space to this mammoth fossil, 
and try and describe it more fully, in the meantime it will be on exhibition at the museum of Mr. 
Eugene Weston, on Main street. 




