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Letter from Ira Lucas to Sarah Sherburne
Tells of his job at the hospital and is sorry to hear of Charles being wounded and captured.

Cavalry Corps. Hospital

City Point Virginia

Mon. Feb. 6th. 1865. 

My dear Friend Sarah;

This P.M. I received you letter which was mailed the 2ond. I am glad to hear from 

you but very sorry to learn that you have been sick.

I thought that perhaps you had not received my letter or that your's had been 

misscarried was the reason that I didn't hear from you.

I have often thought of writing to you again but something has hindered me every 

time. but as I have a little leisure this evening I will attempt to answer you letter so as to be 

in season

{p2}

for we expect another lot of sick and wounded from the front in a day or two and then I shall 

be more busy than ever.

Our Cavalry and some of our infantry have gone out on an expedition south or south 

west of Petersburg.

We have heard distant cannonading this P.M. toard the south west, and I suppose that 

our men have gone down that way to destroy the R.R. communication with Richmond

I have been very busy for a few weeks past. We have mooved the Dispensary from 

tents to a new stockade building and it is said that it is the nicest Dispensary in this army.

I am now acting as Hospital Steward. I now have to go threw eight wards with one of 

the Drs and write his prescriptions and

{p3}

afterword I put them up and I have to write the patience names in the Dr's Prescriiption Book 

and also the prescription. besides this I frequently have to put up medicine for persons who 

come in from time to time

I had heard that Charley was wounded severely in the head but nothing further. I 

didn't know that he was a prisoner. This is indeed sad news to me and I don't blame you for 

not feeling like writing.

I am sorry to hear that you Father is so poorly this winter.

I rejoice to know that we ever have a kind and sympathising Friend in our Savior 

who knows all our sorrows and misfortunes and is ever ready to help us to

{p4}

bear them. I rejoice with you that your sister has found the Savior and I hope that all you 

brothers may also. I am glad that Charley is a Christian and hope that he is well and that he 

may soon be released either by paroll or exchange.

I didn't know that Mr. Wests people had heard from Carlos. I am glad that they have 

heard at last for it must be very trying not to know where ones friends are for so long a time.

I see that it is geting late and I must close so I bid you good night and this I 

accompany with a sincre prayer that Peace may soon down upon our distracted Country and 

that loving ones may meet again and enjoy the blessings and privilages of a free Country.

You Affectionate "etcaitera"

I. Lucas

P.S. Please write soon and direct to I.L Cav Corps Hospital

City Point Va.










	Ira1865WarLetter.pdf
	IraLucasOriginalLetter1865-1.pdf
	Ira1865WarLetter1.jpg
	Ira1865WarLetter2.jpg
	Ira1865WarLetter3.jpg
	Ira1865WarLetter4.jpg


