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A Fort Carson Chinook helicopter lifts a plaster-  rocky ravine near Canon City under the watchful

encased—stegosaurus skeleton Friday from a eyes of the paleontologists who unearthed it.

DINO-SOAR

Stegosaurus skeleton gets airlift

| By Dave Curtin/Gazette Telegraph
CANON CITY — How do you move a seven-
ton dinosaur skeleton from a rocky ravine?
“Very carefully,” said Brian Small, who dis-
covered a 25-foot stegosaurus skeleton in June
in the dinosaur-rich Garden Park area north of
| here.
Scientists entombed the 140-million-year-old
| specimen in plaster and then nervously watched
Friday as a Fort Carson Chinook helicopter deli-
cately lifted the prize out of a rocky ravine.

Because it was found 80 percent intact with
the skull attached, it is considered a major
find. The skeleton was taken to Canon City for
storage. Eventually it will be moved to the
Denver Museum of Natural History laboratory
for detail work.

‘‘Generally, we’d be happy to find an isolated
limb bone or a tail, but to find a complete stego-
saurus is very rare,”’ said Small, a 35-year-old
paleontologist from the Denver Museum of Nat-
ural History. ‘“To be the first to see something
like this is a rush.” :

The plant-eating stegosaurus had a small
head, a row of plates along its back and four
spikes at the end of its tail. It walked on four
legs and was 6 to 8 feet in height at the hip. It
roamed the area before there were Rocky Moun-
[tains, in a flatland of meandering streams and
lakes. '

Moving the giant skeleton proved to be a gar-
gantuan task.

Paleontologists first moved the skull to a lab-
oratory and then called on a mining company
to drill underneath the skeleton, which was im-
bedded in rock. Scientists separated the tail
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of wood and metal beams bullt under the torso of
the stegosaurus skeleton so that It could be air-
lifted by a Fort Carson hellcoptor.
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