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Stegosau
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-+ By TRACY HARMON
. . The Pucblo Chigfiain

CANON CITY —.A huge

stegosaurus dinosaur fossil dis- .
covered in the Garden Park area

here last month may be the most:

complete stegosaurus skeleton-

ever found.
Denver. Muscum of Natural
History paleontologists are back '

in Garden Park this week fin-.

ishing excavation work-on the
stegosaurus. L

It was discovered in mid-June’

by Bryan Small of the museum.

“This is a very exciting find,”
Small said. “At ieast 70 percent .
/n\lhc skeleton  has

rthed and we expect to re-

cover maybe 90 pereent,” ... -

“1 won't be surprised if we
find a few toes missing,” Small
sad. e
The skeleton is the third ste- '

gosaurus  sheleton o0 be
unearthed in Garden Park.
One  stegosvurus  skeleton,

tound here in 1886, is on display
at the Smithsonian in Washing-
ton, D.C. :

That specimen had a skull,”
but just a few other skeletal re-

mains. - ot

Another - stegosaurus ” fossil
was excavated in 1930, but it did
not have a skull.

That specimen is on display at
the Denver Muscum of Natural
History.

“It is most unusuul to have a
complele intact skull. 1t is a par-
ticularly large stegosaurus speci-
men, probably 25-fvet long or
50,” Small said.

25 percent larger than the other
skelctons found. It is believed to -
have died of old age about 140
to 150 million years ago. - . .
*“The dinosaur dicd on the .
edge of a river channel and was
covered during flooding with
clay layers,” Small said.
Paleontologists have discov-
cred other fossils in the same
arca with the stegusaurus. They
. revovered a 14-inch sauro-
ackbone and a few other
.. .opod bones Jocated under-

The new stegosaurus is about ™"

e 1

been -

X

|

_neath the hips of the stegosau-
rus, according to Linda Carlson
-of the Garden Park Paleontolo-
gy Society, »v .- .
Other [ossils recovered are
crocodile pelvis bones, lung fish
teeth, plus toes and verlebrae of
a crow-sized dinosaur.

* Palcontologists will begin 10

-cover bones in plaster today in’

preparation for shigping to the
museum, where the bones will be

L

er fou

All four of the stegosaurus tail
?pikcs have been discovered. The
irst spike was found early on,
leading workers to believe the
end of the tail might be lost,

But  later  paleontologists
unearthed the remaining three
tail spikes. :

The three spikes were found in
a row, onc right next to each
other, just as they would be

==+ - Denver Museum ol Natural History workers returned lo the Garden Park Dinosaur fossli area In Canon
"- . .they're trying to finish excavating a huge stegosaurys skeleton

cleaned and studied in the lab.

found on an undisturbed skele-
ton.

Armed with the tail spikes and
throal bones, the plant-cating
stegosaurus was probably very
able 1o protect itsell from other
Giarden Park predators such as
the allosiurus and the horn-
nosed soratosaurus.

The skelcton should be com-
pletely excavated by the end of
next week.
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Meanwhile, I
paleontologists,
Park Faleontolo;
bers, and Burea
apement  repre
stcking out now
sttes.

The society an
are working to d
tion for a natios
educationaf
Purk.
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