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Bone hunters strike it rich in old dig

Stegosaurus, sauropod
and dinosaur eggshells
turn up in abandoned
quarry near Cafion City

By I.R. Moehringer
Racky Mountadn News Staff Weiter

CARON CITY — Pecking the
racks with dental picks, tresting
them with acid, caressing them
with soft brushes, the bone hunt-
ers alowly peel back a paper-thin
layer of Earth's skin, and expose
one of the planet’s early inhabiz-
ants:

A chubby 25-fcot [zard chac
died about 140 million vears ago,
perhaps beacked oo an ancient riv-
er sandbar.

Fondering the cons that have
rilled by since this 3-ton stegosau-
rus last saw the light of day would
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rience: than digging under the hot
B4,

But, strangely, staring down
fime’s gaping maw does [ttle to
change a person’s outlook, said
Kenneth Carpenter, who is leading
the team of paleontologists now
hunkered down along the Moeri-
30n rock formation in the Garden
Park fossil reserve.

Iy part,” he murmured, as his
eves surveyed the landscape, “'be-
cause [ suppose it's not really com-
prehensibie,”

These same sCragey mauntains
and pockets of juniper that sur-
round Carpenter’'s team were the
spartan backdrop for the “hone
warg” - those epic bul petiy
struggles between two prima don-
na paleontologists of the 19th cen-
tury,

The 500-acre area oorth of
Cafion City yvielded some of the
most thrilling dinosaur discoveries
ever made — skyscraper shele-
tons of reptilian monsters that
spring to mind whensver the word
“dipozaur” iz mentioned.

Nevertheless, Garden Park lay
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Museumn workers unearth the remaing of a stegosaurus in the Garden Park fossil reserve.

John Shinten of Morthglenn, a musaum volunteer, brushes away
particles while separating the stegosaurus banes from the soil,

dormant for ages until Carpernter,
& paleontologist with t]1e Deqyer
Muzeum of ;, re-
turned last surnmer,
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. A couple of encouraging finds
inspired him 1o return this sum-
mer, and the past week haz appar-

ently reaffirmed Garden Park as
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one of the Farth’s great grave-
vards, with three major discover-
123 reporied.

AL sites just a few miles apart,
the scientizts have unearthed a
teen-aged 2auropad (a brontosan-
rus-like Deast, a large, mature
stegozaurus (perhips complete
with skull), and fragenents of ding-
zaur epgs that may lead o a petri-
fied rest.

"“Even though thousands of
bones have been shipped out of
this arca, 1 is still producing,™
Carpenter said. '] think that we're
just beginning to scralch the sur-
faca.”

Such a flurry of discovery bas
been an unexpected and mixed
blessing for Carpenter’s small
team. What scan! tesources and
manpower they had marshaled for
one dig have clearly been
stretehed to the mit.
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