Centennial Park Master Plan Adopted - Press Release
City Council adopted the Centennial Park Master
Plan during their May 15th regular city council meeting.
Overall, 15 Centennial Park committee members
participated in discussions and meetings with the
SE Group to come up with a design plan that would enhance
the recreational opportunities and overall look and feel of
Centennial Park. Committee members represented the entire city
and ranged from children, parents, recreational enthusiasts, city
employees, residents, business owners, Rotary Club, Whitewater
Kayak River Park (WKRP) and the Recreation District. The public
was also invited to an Open House at City Hall to give their input
on how they would like to see Centennial Park redesigned. This
information was then discussed and taken into account when
finalizing the Master Plan.
Construction will begin this summer and continue throughout
next year. View the Master Plan Phase 1 Draft on the city website
at: www.canoncity.org > Government > Departments > Parks >
Centennial Park Renovations.
Committee members input on the overall process.
“I liked the committee process and I really think getting together Council
members, residents and business owners, all with different interests, is a great
idea for making decisions important to our town.
This is our park, we have the opportunity to make it a special place that
will offer something for everyone and a central showpiece that we can enjoy
often and will be proud to show off to visitors”.
Warren Hart,
WKRP representative, resident & committee member
FAQ’s

“I’m really excited about the changes coming to the park and think that other
kids will be too. I’m especially looking forward to the splash pad”.
Elijah Medina,
11 year old resident & committee member

Is it sanitary to have a splash pad at the same location as a duck pond?
The committee reached out to other communities that already had a similar set
up. They learned that ducks by and large do not care to be around the splash pad
because of the activity level and they do not like the chemically treated water.

“As a child I enjoyed playing at Centennial Park and now as a mother I take
my children there. The facelift is well overdue. I hope this park will continue to
be a great gathering place for many generations”.

The sanitation of a splash pad is taken as seriously as that of swimming pools.
They are pressured sprayed down daily and the water’s PH balance is regularly
monitored throughout the day. The instant the PH gets off balance the splash pad
features are automatically shut off until it can be mitigated.

Patti Medina,
resident & committee member

“By adding a soccer field to Centennial Park, my non-profit group can ensure
at least 16 different visitor groups coming to the park each fall and spring
season. It is our hope that these team groups will visit downtown for food or
shopping and enjoy a new viewpoint on Cañon City as a whole by going to
this location.
As a local community member I am excited to see the park improve as so
many local families use the park. I hope that the features that connect the
park to downtown will increase people frequenting downtown for shopping
and meals.
I enjoyed being a part of this committee.”
Lydia Beals,
Blitz President, resident & committee member

Why aren’t you spending the money on the roads? The money to pay for
the first phase improvements at the park are being paid for out of a fund that
was saving up money for fifteen years! The City Council wanted to ensure it was
carefully spent on infrastructure upgrades that would benefit as many residents as
possible. 91% of our residents use our public parks and 81% said they supported
the upgrades in last years Citizen’s Survey. Additionally, City Council has not only
applied $3.5 million garnered from the 2A tax to fix streets, but is spending an
additional $5 million from inter fund loans, and over $340,000 on chip and seal.
We are also pleased that the local Rotary Club, has partnered with the City and
is helping to pay $50,000 towards the splash pad from their fundraising efforts.
What will happen to the court when Phase 1 for the playground
equipments and splash pad goes in? The Parks Department is looking
into possibly placing the Volleyball court at Rudd Park where it can be a very
complimentary amenity. The Volleyball court still has a place at Centennial Park
in the master plan.
Doesn’t this plan take away parking by removing the North parking lot/
road and East entrance by the pond? Actually, the new reconfiguration of
parking will create over 20 additional parking spots than before.

