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1 | Location + Context

1 | LOCATION + CONTEXT
Centennial and Veterans Parks are the closest parks to Main Street within Cañon City. Veterans Park is an
approximately 5.4-acre rectangular site located alongside Highway 50. Centennial Park is a 13.85-acre
neighborhood park located two blocks south of Main Street at 4th Street, along the south bank of the Arkansas
River and Riverwalk Trail.
The characteristics of the two parks, which are separated by railroad tracks and some private property,
are very different. While Veterans Park is a shady, quiet, passive-use place (except during special events),
Centennial Park is more active—providing more opportunity for activity through boater/river access; riverside
picnic tables and shelters; tennis, basketball, and sand volleyball courts; a softball field; children's playground;
and restrooms. Centennial Park is frequently called “Duck Park” because of the popularity of feeding ducks
at the small pond. The City Park Administration Building and Maintenance Facility is located at the northwest
corner of the parks.
Their central location, proximity to Main Street, and accessibility provided to the Arkansas River, make these
parks a primary part of the community’s recreational fabric.

PROJECT LOCATION AND CONTEXT

HIGH SCHOOL
RUDD PARK
MIDDLE SCHOOL
JOHN GRIFFIN
PARK
CENTENNIAL AND
VETERANS PARKS

HISTORIC
MAIN STREET
ROYAL GORGE
RAILROAD DEPOT
ARKANSAS
RIVERWALK TRAIL

2

City of Cañon City

1 | Location + Context

CENTENNIAL PARK AERIAL VIEW
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EXISTING PARKS CONDITIONS
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2 | VISION
Cañon City is embarking upon a revitalization program for the entire community, expanding outdoor recreational
opportunities, growing local businesses, and upgrading many public facilities. Centennial and Veterans Parks
have been favorite gathering places for both passive and active recreation for the community for years, and
reassessment and renovation of the parks is a high community priority.

Purpose
The vision for Veterans Park is to maintain the shady, pastoral scene as viewed from Highway 50, and make
improvements to support events, use underutilized spaces, and integrate pedestrian access to Main Street.
The Centennial Park vision is to have areas for both passive and active recreation—places to sit quietly by
the river, feed ducks, or picnic with family. Active recreation needs identified for the community include team
sports fields, a natural-style children’s playground and splash park, and improved river sports access. Park
users considered by this plan include community members both young and old (i.e., seniors, families, pets), as
well as accommodating recreation seeking visitors.
An important purpose of revitalizing the parks will be to create a centerpiece and trailhead for the Arkansas
Riverwalk Trail that also links the park and trail to Main Street and downtown businesses.
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2 | Vision

GOALS AND
CHALLENGES
• Immediately improve and
update park playground,
restroom and pavilion
facilities
• Enhance non-vehicular
connectivity from park and
river to Main Street
• Integrate new recreational
amenities into the park while
maintaining as many mature
trees as possible for shade
• Create a park with an
authentic local aesthetic,
prioritizing river access
and emphasizing the
community’s strong ties to
the Arkansas River
• Flexibility of open spaces for
a variety of uses and events
• Maintain or increase amount
of existing parking
• Support existing and new
events including Royal Gorge
Whitewater Festival, Blossom
Festival, weddings, family
reunions, and potential
future larger music events
• Park investment that spurs
private redevelopment
• Understanding and ability to
handle maintenance needs
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2 | Vision

RECREATIONAL
COMPONENTS
• Updated destination
playground, tot lot and splash
park (2017)
• New large picnic pavilion with
10 to 12 tables (2017)
• New restrooms (2017)
• Functional river access,
integrated with WKRP
improvements
• Incorporate space for a
regulation soccer field, sand
volleyball court, dog park,
large lawn for events or
outdoor yoga
• Naturalize the Duck Pond
and relocate southward away
from river
• Maintain existing softball
field, tennis courts and
basketball court
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3 | PROCESS

The Master Plan for Centennial and Veterans Parks was created through an inclusive public process.

Site Analysis
To gain a better understanding of the Parks planning area, the design team reviewed opportunities and
constraints of the existing site conditions, inventoried vehicular and pedestrian access needs, coordinated
with planned river improvements, and located existing mature trees to strive to preserve.

Observation:

Observation: Make the riverside path more inviting

Observation: Pedestrian connection to Centennial Park is block by parking; need to improve connectivity
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Park Team and Public Meetings Focus Groups
Community feedback on amenity programming and layout options were obtained through weeks of Park
Committee participation and review, as well as through two public workshops. The first public Park Workshop
review of three concept options occurred on April 13, 2017, with the second public presentation of the Draft
Master Plan on May 5. Ongoing coordination with City Staff, Park Committee, the Highway 50 Committee,
and WKRP representatives provided invaluable input. Feedback opportunity from the general public was also
available via the City website and newspaper article notification. Throughout the design process, the design
team sought every opportunity for participation in development of design options.
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IMAGE PREFERENCE BOARDS
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Natural Playscape

Pedestrian Plaza Elements

River and Water Play

Picnic and Event Pavilions
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THREE OPTIONS
At the public workshop, three master
plan layout concepts were presented
by the design team, along with
four image preference boards for
supporting visualization of design
ideas.
Meeting attendees were invited to
comment about plan preferences.
Opportunties to comment on the
plans were provided via the project
website for those not able to attend
the workshop.

Option A

Option B

Option C
Centennial and Veterans Parks Master Plan
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4 | MASTER PLAN CONCEPT
Based on public feedback and input, the design team developed a preferred layout for Centennial and
Veterans Parks. As a Master Plan, this study has evaluated and prioritized the location and layout of new
facilities, vehicular and pedestrian access, and recreational amenities for Centennial and Veterans Parks.
Some concepts were consistent through all studies, such as reducing existing vehicular circulation, creating a
strong pedestrian connection to both parks to Main Street, and preserving existing trees.
Refer to Appendix A for a detailed Master Plan map.

LEGEND
A CLOCKTOWER PLAZA IS MAIN STREET PORTAL TO RIVER AND PARKS
B SIGNALIZED WIDE PEDESTRIAN CROSSING OF HWY 50
ACCESS ONLY TO PARKS;
C PEDESTRIAN
STUDY ALTERNATIVE FOR ONE WAY 3RD STREET TO TRAIN STATION

D PEDESTRIAN PLAZA LINKS TO VETERANS PARK
E RECONFIGURED PARKING
F FUTURE RIVERFRONT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT AT STEEL SITE
G SAND VOLLEYBALL COURT
H PARKING AND RIVER ACCESS
I

WAVE-THEMED PLAYGROUND & SPLASH PAD

J

PICNIC/EVENT PAVILION

K EVENT LAWN
L RESTROOM & PUMP HOUSE
M RESHAPED DUCK POND
N POTENTIAL SITE FOR PARK OFFICES RELOCATION
O REGULATION SOCCER FIELD
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4 | Master Plan Concept

Playground and Splash Pad
The playground and splash pad at Centennial Park is envisioned to be a destination for family fun. The park
theme will celebrate the natural environment and Arkansas River with wave-themed shapes and natural play
equipment, integrating appropriate play elements for both younger and older children. Splash Pad design is
intended to reflect a flowing river, while siting takes advantage of existing trees for shade and comfort.

PLAY AREA CONCEPT
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SPLASH PADS

Centennial and Veterans Parks Master Plan

15

4 | Master Plan Concept

NATURAL PLAYGROUNDS
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Pavilion
Architectural concepts for the new pavilion are to use simple form and strong materials such as steel and
timbers, to create an attractive visual statement in keeping with the natural landscape. A gas fireplace could
be incorporated into the design for evening comfort. The shape of the pavilion is suggested to be more open
toward the nearby lawn to act as a stage to accommodate performances and events.

PAVILIONS

Centennial and Veterans Parks Master Plan
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Riverfront
The Arkansas River is the heart of the City and improving accessibility and increasing usability is a priority Park
renovation goal. The section of river flowing through Centennial Park will be subject to improvements suggested
in the Cañon City River Improvement Master Plan by S2o Design, which has been closely coordinated with this
planning effort. In this regard, it is strongly recommended to create a walking level alongside the south side of
the river, just above the “toe boulders” placed by the WKRP team. The riverside walkway could be continous
from teh 4th Street bridge west to the river put-in ramp. See section below illustrating the concept.
Along the north edge, the plan suggests replacing some of the existing parking with river-side park, creating
space so the north bank can be reworked to provide a more gentle slope, replacing the concrete chunks
currently residing there. The plan also includes a recommendation for incorporation of an outdoor amphitheatre/
classroom on the north side of the river. All improvements should be integrated in and around existing mature,
healthy cottonwoods wherever possible to maintain the shady canopy.

ARKANSAS RIVER SOUTH EDGE TREATMENT

WORK IN WALKWAY
AROUND EXISTING TREES
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EXISTING TOE BOULDERS
AT RIVER EDGE

INSTALL LARGE FLAT
BOULDERS SET IN CRUSHER
FINES AS STEPPING STONES

NEW BOULDER RETAINING
WALL INSTALLED UPSLOPE
OF WALKWAY WHERE SLOPE
IS UNSTABLE
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RIVERSIDE IMPROVEMENTS

Outdoor stone amphitheatre concept
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4 | Master Plan Concept

Main Street Connection
This plan extends beyond the borders of Centennial and Veterans Parks to incorporate a recommended
connection to Main Street as an important element for connecting with and revitalization of the City. Other
studies have suggested use of an over or underpass to safely traverse Highway 50. However, this plan
recommends the City consider an at-grade wide signalized pedestrian plaza crossing that does not itself
present a vertical barrier.
The plaza design would consist of warm colored paving, comfortable seating, interactive art, colorful banners,
flowers and of course food. Making walking between Main Street and the Arkansas River an enjoyable
experience.

3RD STREET CONCEPT
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PLAZAS
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5 | PHASING + NEXT STEPS
As a Master Plan, this conceptual study has evaluated potential renovations and new recreational amenities
for Centennial and Veterans Park. This is not, however, a completed design ready for construction. Additional
steps including preliminary design, permitting, final construction documentation, and project bidding are
necessary before construction and installation of the high priority improvements at Centennial Park can begin.
The City has identified the high priority elements of the first phase of implementation. These projects include
replacing park restrooms, and adding a picnic pavilion and play structures—all of which would occur in 2017/18.
Future phases are suggested in the Phasing Plan, with some phases based on timing of easements, rights of
way or other land acquisitions by the City.

Phase 1
▪▪ Remove existing park access road,
volleyball court and playground
▪▪ Install new picnic pavilion, lawn,
playground, splashpad and
restroom

Phase 2
▪▪ Install new park circulation and
parking, soccer field
▪▪ Update pond and south river edge
improvements

Phase 3
▪▪ Determine and acquire property to
move Park Offices
▪▪ Install new sand volleyball court

Phase 4
▪▪ Acquire right-of-way and install
Water Street Extension and
improvements north of the river
▪▪ Pedestrian plaza at the Clocktower
could be installed with this phase

Phase 5
▪▪ Pedestrian Plaza and Highway 50
crossing ties Clocktower Plaza to
Parks
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PHASING PLAN
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